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Minutes of Meeting

	

	Subject:
	Stakeholder Reference Group – Geography Meeting

	Venue:
	Port Connect Project office- Training Room 

	Date:
	14 March 2012

	Time:
	6:30pm – 7:30pm

	Attendees:
	John Dobson (Moreton Bay Environmental Alliance),  Karen McCallum (Doughboy Pde resident)  
           Dennis O’Neill (Constellation Way resident), Bill Beham (Rotary club), Chris DiBetta (Lytton Industrial Estate), Wayne Cameron (B4C), Richard Robinson (Recochem), Phil Saunders (Chamber of Commerce)


	Apologies:

Chairperson:
	Deb Daly (Port Connect), Aline Rolim  (Port Connect), Jason Zoller (Port Connect), Allan Uhlmann(Port Connect)
, Ian Warry (Bridgeport Tyre)
Tony Ryan (Rowland)

	
	


D = Decision; N = Note; A = Action
	Item No
	Item
	By Who

	1
	Welcome 

TR reviewed the meeting agenda and the SRG terms of reference and etiquette for the meeting.


	TR

	2
	Questions from SRG members
1) How is Port Connect protected from run-off and spillage? (requested by John Dobson)
John made a comment about the phrasing of the question; John was interested in environmental effects of run off and spillage. 

AU provided an answer for Mr Dobson’s question:
· As a Department of Transport and Main Roads (DTMR) requirement, the Environment Protection (water) Policy 2009 and Queensland water quality guidelines, Port Connect utilises a capture and treatment process for the entire motorway before run-off enters waterways.
· AU explained that water quality is managed through a tiered series of measures including:

· Filtration through open graded asphalt

· Vegetated buffers

· Vegetated swales

· Linear wetlands, and 

· Wetlands

· Spill containment structures are located at all discharge points from the motorway to existing waterways.   
JD commented on the motorway being a hazardous goods route and spillages effecting the environment are often dissolved in water. 
AU advised that we are working with emergency services in the area and incorporating the project footprint into the Local Action Plan (LAP). Emergency services such as Queensland Fire and Rescue Service (QFRS) is aware of where the hydrants are on the project and the access points across the project. In the instance of something dissolved in water, the spill containment structure is covered in sand, treated and then removed. 
DD advised that the users SRG group incorporates the emergency services, police, fire and ambulance services.
2) What is the progress on drainage channel cleaning (requested by Dennis O’Neill) 
AU advised that all operating drainage structures within the Port Connect alignment have been cleaned following receiving the appropriate approvals from regulatory authorities.
DO is expressing concerns on behalf of Mr Barry Wilson who is concerned about flood control, maintenance of wetlands and drainage.  Mr Wilson believes that the reduction of flood plain has increased chance of flooding. DO advised that he and Barry believe that Lytton Road has contributed. 

AU advised the design of the motorway has taken into account impacts on flood storage and flows. The motorway cross drainage and upgrades to drainage structures under Lytton Road have been designed so that upstream flood nuisance is not increased. 

DO advised that he had wanted Barry Wilson to attend the meeting but that Port Connect had refused the request. 

	AU

	
	DD advised that the request for Mr Wilson’s attendance was declined as Mr Wilson is liaising with Port Connect and the Department of Transport and Main roads directly. DD further reiterated that is each SRG member’s commitment to act as a conduit for their community to and from the Port Connect project. DD encouraged members to continue to raise issues which will be addressed by the project. 

BB questioned if Port Connect requires approval from The Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries. 

AU advised that we do require approvals from The Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries. 

Fisheries (now DEEDI).

AU advised that he is unsure of TMR Metropolitan Region program for cleaning out drains within their scope but has been advised it is being progressed. 

DO advised that Mr Barry Wilson was surprised that works happened in the wet season.

AU advised that drains are not entirely blocked off during construction. The impacts of rain events are actively managed to balance the effects on the site and upstream areas. 
Flood gate
Wayne Cameron questioned if a flood gate in Channel 4 Port of Brisbane (POB) land was going ahead. 

AU advised that the project is unaware of any of flood gate intentions. No BCC notifications have been received.

WC expressed concerns about Bulimba Creek Catchment Coordinating Committee works and the effect of potential flood gate.
AU advised that the process to install a flood gate required approvals and regulatory authorities are aware of the works for the Port Connect project.
DO requested that AU look into the matter and report back.

DO stated that he believes required consultation wasn’t undertaken at the start of the project. 
Flood impact study

Barry Wilson has requested a copy of the drainage report for the project but he cannot use the information within the report. 

AU advised that the report requested has been prepared specifically for the purpose of the Port Connect project. It’s not appropriate to use the report as a basis to address issues in the wider area. Port Connect requested Barry Wilson sign a document to acknowledging the disclaimers included as part of the report. If Mr Wilson did not want to sign he has the opportunity to request the materials under Right to Information (RTI).
DO commented that the report is deficient.
TR advised that the comment would need to be taken up with TMR directly.
	

	
	Bill Benham (BB) commented that RTI has requirements and that Barry will be liable if he does not adhere to them.

Karen McCallum commented that the disclaimer would be in place to protect the consultant who prepared the report.


	

	3
	Construction

JZ gave an update on the progress of construction.

· Service relocations are underway

· Preload has been completed

· Upgrades of intersection services e.g. intersection works on Export Street with ground treatments complete
· Permanent drainage is being installed

· Pritchard Street bridge works are now ‘out of the ground’ with false work being completed 

· Controlled Modulus Columns (CMC) installation is coming to an end

· Reinforced walls works will commence next month.

BB asked where the deck panels are being fabricated.

JZ advised that they are being manufactured by Con-Tec who are located in Richlands. Port Connect are working on a strategy for the truck to deliver the panels with the least impact. 

Bulimba Creek

· Permanent bridge construction underway

· Temporary bridge that is used to construct the permanent bridge is over half way, this bridge will be removed as permanent bridge is completed.

Lindum Creek

· Deck units are in place

· Currently working on parapets (side of bridge)

· Drainage structures are underway

· Pavements are complete

· Over the next few months, you will see changes as road/rail barrier is placed and permanent landscaping commences.

Green Bridge

· Preload removal commenced

· Pile driving is to be completed shortly

· Abutments that support the bridge are being constructed

Freight Street  and Export Street

· Culvert crossing is complete

· Dewatering is being undertaken before concrete laid

· Currently constructing pavements and relocating services.

· Currently undertaking works for the Port of Brisbane at Radar Street.

	JZ

	
	Lytton Road
· Last weekend detour was successful, no complaints receive. 

· Works allowed for existing road to be brought up to where road will be. 

JZ advised of traffic switch in July (weather permitting) .Traffic will be moved onto parts of the new motorway to allow for maintenance works to commence on existing motorway. 

More details will be provided at the next meeting. 

DO questioned why working hours have temporarily changed to 24/7 at Pritchard Street. 
JZ responded to say that the works being undertaken would be too disruptive to traffic and the community during the week.
 
	

	4
	Environment
AR provided an update on the Environmental aspects of the project:
Works with B4C:
· Port Connect team attended Clean up Australia Day 
· Offset works have commence at Green Corridor, Oxbow, Constellation Way and Garth Street.
WC further advised that clean up at Garth Street was a success; four people attended and thanked Port Connect for their support.

The next clean up in on the 23rd March, more volunteers are welcomed. 

Environmental monitoring
· AR advised that monitoring is ongoing during construction including:

· Water testing (daily and weekly)

· Erosion and sediment control (daily)

JD questioned how the results of the monitoring are used. AU responded that the project responsibility is to retain them as they are reviewed during the audit process.

DO questioned if there is a serious incident, if the report findings are used as evidence.  AU confirmed this. 

BB questioned if there was any change to fauna in the area.  AR replied that there have been reports of snakes.  

WC advised that B4C are still in the early stages of rehabilitation and that B4C anticipates a lot more fauna will move into the area. Reports of a wallaby at the Bulimba Oxbow have been received and there are examples of good response by fauna to the works at Constellation Way.


	AR

	5
	Community Update

DD provided the group with a CD of images from the SRG site tour and thanked everyone involved for their attendance.
DD acknowledged the number of notifications that are currently issued and the Port Connect and that team is working to condense these notifications. 

WC advised that the Bulimba Oxbow area is weed infested and questioned if there was anything that can be done about the weeds while the Port Connect project is underway.

DD and AU to question internally and respond. 


	DD

	6
	Next meeting

SRG attendees agreed to meeting on Wednesday 16 May 2012 at 6:30pm at the Port Connect site office.


	TR/DD

	7
	Meeting closed
	TR
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